Precipitating antibodies against excretory/secretory antigens of Fasciola hepatica in sheep serum.
Gel diffusion techniques were used to study antigen-antibody reactions in precipitates forming around juvenile, semi-mature and adult Fasciola hepatica cultured in serum from infected sheep. The number of reactions was analysed in both primary and challenge infections. The number of antigens shared by the various developmental stages of the fluke was also examined. At least 2 antigens were involved in precipitate formation around juvenile flukes. These antigens were also produced by the later stages of development. Two additional antigens were produced by semi-mature flukes and these, together with two others, produced by adult flukes. Challenge infections had little effect on the number of antigens or antibodies in the precipitate.